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Non-official Europeans are apt to be forgotten when talking of Indian work. Yet they do some of the most important work They are bringing capital into the country, and they are engaged in developing its resources Some of them are selfish enough; but many of them are animated by a high sense of duty There is a good deal of ill spoken of the men " of the dispersion," the Europeans scattered abroad over India, sometimes in lonely places, as merchants, planters, or mechanics This is, to a great extent, due to misunderstanding and to exaggeration
They certainly are not all what they ought to be, nor do they all live as we should like to see Europeans live in the presence of the peoples of India But even if they were not as good as their brethren of the same position and occupation at home, some allowance would have to be made for^the different character of their surroundings, and for the great neglect of them by the Churches at home, and by many of the servants of the Church in India My experience is that most of them appreciate any kindly efforts to help them to maintain in India the traditions of the fatherland, by offering them religious ordinances and education for their children
Some of them also sometimes talk a good deal of nonsense about work in India in which they have taken little interest while there This comes of a too natural inclination to talk without any knowledge about things with which one feels that he is expected to have some acquaintance. This should be discounted It is not a very difficult thing to gauge the value of a witness and his capacity to speak with authority. As for the men themselves, I need only say, in a word, that some of my best friends in India were non-officials, and that I have always found such men willing to co-operate in any enterprise which they saw to be for the good of the people.
The domiciled community, partly European, but mainly Eurasian, has been too much neglected in the past. One does not realise the importance of this community, nor the serious consequences of this neglect until he comes to live in a city